
Heritage Commission Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) Process Flowchart* 

COA review  
 

• Submit COA application and $25 fee to the City’s 
Preservation Division 

• A public hearing is scheduled for  
Commission review of the request 

• All meetings are open to the public  

If requested by applicant, a  
COA for economic hardship is 
scheduled for a public hearing 

for consideration by the  
Commission.    

If COA for economic hardship is 
denied by the Commission,  

applicant may appeal to the City 
Council with new evidence only. 

Commission reviews and ap-
proves the COA request during a 

public hearing. 
 

Project requires review by the Independence Heritage Commission 
Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month in City Hall 

* This flowchart is intended to give an overview of the COA process for the City of Independence  

and is not exhaustive.  For more information go to: http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/ComDev/HistoricPreservation.aspx 

or contact the Preservation Division at 816-325-7419. 

 

Proceed to permitting, if permit  
is required. 

Upon review and approval of 
the COA for economic hardship 
by the Heritage Commission, 
staff will remove holds from 
outstanding building permits 

that required Historic Preserva-
tion review. 

Proceed to permitting, if permit 
is required. 

Commission reviews and de-
nies the COA request. Commis-
sion recommends applying for 
COA for economic hardship. 

If approved by City Council, pro-
ceed to permitting. Appeals for 
denials must be taken to court. 


