
BILL NO. 62`- 03 8

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 5. ARTICLE 1AND ADDING A NEW

CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE I OF THE CITY CODE AND RENAMING CHAPTER 5' ro

BUSINESS LICENSES." 

WHEREAS, the City has had some form of business license regulations dating back to
the 1930s; and, 

WHEREAS, the last major update to Chapter 5 of the City Code occurred in 1970; and, 

WHEREAS, since the adoption, there have been numerous amendments to the Business

and Occupation Licenses chapter mostly dealing with singular topics; and, 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to update the business licensing regulations to align the City' s
regulations with the Missouri State Statutes, and to clarify the City' s regulations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF CITY OF

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. That Chapter 5, Article I " of the Code of the City of Independence, 
Missouri, is hereby repealed in its entirety as of the effective date of this ordinance. 

SECT10N 2. That a new Chapter 5, Article I, attached hereto and made part of hereof is

hereby added to the Independence City Code, to read as follows: 

The provisions of this article shall apply to all corporations, companies, associations, 

joint stock associations, partnerships, co -partnerships and persons and their lessees, duly
constituted trustees or receivers, heirs, administrators or assigns, who shall engage in any

business, trade, vocation, profession or occupation including manufacturing, within the City
limits. 

Sec. 5. 01. 002. Definitions. 

A. For the purposes of this chapter: 

ADMINISTER means the direct application of marijuana to a qualifying patient by way o

any of the following methods: 
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comprehensive marijuana dispensary facility' s authority to process marijuana shall include
the creation of prerolls. 
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facility, a mariivana testing facility, or another marijuana -infused products manufacturing

facility. A comprehensive mari juana- irif used products manufact Ong facility need not
segregate or account for its marijuana products as either non- medical marijuana or medical

mariivana. 

W

11111111 11 Ilpp 111111 111 jl I I  I  I I I  I I I 111111111111; I llr, 1 1

992M= 1 " ll 1, 11, 111 1 , '' 
I I -, MMWOTM

aggngL

FINE when used herein shall mean a monetary fi.ne imposeifl yAhe Municipal Court for
this City. 

sold, leased, manufactured or exchanged by the business or person during the preceding
r

taxation purposes. 

GROSS COMMISSIONS means the gross amount of commissions, fees, charges or

compensation earned from the business during the preceding calendar or fiscal yea

consistent with the reporting and accounting basis adopted for Federal taxation purposes. 

GROSS RECEIPTS shall mean the gross receiptsor revenues earned from the receipt of

cash, credits and property of anV kind for any act or service by a business or person in the

for Federal taxation purposes. 

INSIGNIA or its singular number, insigne, means any tag, plate ba gg, emblem sticker or
any -other kind of device which may be required for use in connection with any license. 

LANDLORD means any person firm or corporation who rents or leases dwelling units

owned by such person, firm or corporation. 

LICENSE OR LICENSEE means specifically, a certificate holder of a business license or
permit, or the holder for any use or period of time of any sjmilarVrjM! LeMe wherever relevant
to any provision of this chapter or other law or ordinance. 







in the City. 

under either personal appointment or pursuant to law. 
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which is either affixed to or is otherwise used in connection with any such business

conducted on such premises. 
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Sec. 5. 01. 003. Business license required. 

A. Every person, whether or not located in the City, desiring to engage in any business, 
profession or occupation in the City shall be reguired to obtain a business license before
engaging in such activity as specified in this chapter. Business licenses are not
transferable. 

B. Any person shall be deemed to be in business or engaging in non- profit enterprise and
thus subject to the reguirements of this chapter when any selling, manufacturing. 

soliciting, transfer, bartering or offering of anv goods, wares, real, intan& le and

tan_ ible personal property or services takes place. One act thereof shall constitute doing
business. 

EventAq.gaxeneral contractor sub -contractor- or reiQresentative of an% j gerson dgsiring, 

to en age in or to continue to engage in anv business, Profession or occupation shall be

resoonsible for the compliance of such person in acguiring an business license as

required by this chapter.. 

D. No license shall be reguired of any person for any delivery in the CitV of any property. 
purchased or acquired in good faith from any person at any regular place of business

outside the City where no intent by such person is shown to exist to evade the provisions
of thiLLhapter. 

E. In order for customers to obtain utility service to an office, commercial and industrial
establishment, a valid business license shall be issued by the City of independence for

that property address for any use, and if the business operates as a Limited Liability



CompanV_(LLC), said business shall file with the City of independence a valid LLC
registration in accordance with RSMo 347. 048. 

Sec. 5. 01.004. Business license exemption. 

A. Those professions or callines soecificaliv exempted from license fees or taxes bV virtue of

RSMo 71. 620, which are as follows: Minister of the gospel, duly accredited Christian
Science practitioner, teacher, professor in a college, priest, lawyer, certified public

accountant, dentist, chiropractor, optometrist, chiropodist or physician or surgeon in the

5igpi

B. As provided in RSMo 71. 620, those professions of insurance agent or broker, 

veterinarian, architect, professional engineer, land surveyor, auctioneer, or real estate

broker or salesman in this State shall be specifically exempted unless thatperson

maintains a business office within the CitV. 

C. Specifically farmers or producers, for the sale of produce raised bV him, her or them
when sold from his, her or their wagon, cart or vehicle or from any person in the employ

of such farmers or producers in the City, as provided in RSMo 71.630, shall be exempted

from any such licenses and fees imposed by this article. 

D. In accordance with RSMo 345. 055, as amended, clinical audiologist and speech- language

pathologist, are exempt from the licensing and fee provisions of this article. 

E. In accordance with RSMo 324. 1114, as amended, private investigators are exempt from

the licensing and A of this article. 

r. In accordance with RSMo 337. 070, as amended, a psychologist licensed by the State of

Missouri is exempt from the licensing and fee provisions of this article. 

Sec. 5. 01. 005. Administration and enforcement. 

A. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the Community Development Department, together

with duly authorized deputies and agents, to enforce the provisions of this article within

the confines of the City, to report violations to the proper municipal authority and to

prosecute the alleged violators in the Municipal Court of the Cit . Ly

B. Additional duties. The Community Developm ? nt Department shall: 

1. Prepare a complete record of all licenses issued under this article, showiy

nature of the license, its date of issuance, to whom issued and the amount of or

exemption of the fee collected therefor; 

2. Recommend appropriate license fees in conformity with this Code, provided that

any applicant or licegsee in disagreement with such decision may pay r. 

fee under protest and appeal such decision as provided in this article

3. Conduct or cause to be conducted periodic inspections of the premises and

necessary records of any licensee in order that compliance or noncom liance with

the provisions of this article may be ascertained; 



4. Submit to the Council suggestions and recommendations with respect to the

amendments and updates to this Chapter. 

Sec. 5. 01. 006. Applications for license. 

A. All applications for licenses provided for in this article shall be filed with the Communit

Development Department. All applications shall be reviewed bV the applicable

departments to certify that the premises, the business and business operations meet
minimum code standards and_zoning regulations as established by the City before
issuance of such license. 

B. The Community Development Department shall refer to the Police Department for

review all applications for business licenses for securitV operations or those involved in

investigation, bonding, securitV or related fields. 

C. At the time the aDDlication is submitted, the Communitv Development Department shaI
issue a receipt to the applicant for the moneV paid in advance. Such receipt shall not be

construed as the approval for the issuance of a license, nor shall it entitle or authorize
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the applicant to open or maintain any business contrary to the provisions of this cha te

D. Every business that permits members of the public on its business premises or

thall
t

2Derforms services on ioremises other than its owq busjness premise shall certif that

the business has a minimum of $500, 000. 00 of general liability insurance for bo flyAL _ 
iniury and propertv damage per occurrence. 

E. Contractors in the construction inclustry shall submit a certificate of insurance for

workers' c ) mvensation in accordance with RSMo 287. 061 or an affidavit signed by the
applicant attesting that the contractor is. exempt_from the requirements of RSMo
Chapter 287. 

Sec. 5. 01. 007. License fees for certain trades, vocations, professions, occupations. 

A. Generally. Unless otherwise provi led bv this article or elsewhere in the Code, for each

trade, vocation, profession or: occupation a person is enjRza ed in within the City, that

person shall procare and pay for a license, as established in the City's Schedule of Fees
and Charges. 

B. In accordance with RSMo 148.440, as amended, the business and occupation license fee

for every insurance company or insurance agent providing insurance which includes

coverage for any property loss or damage caused by a fire shall not exceed $ 200. 00 per

year. The business and occupation license fee for every other type of insurance
company shall not exceed $ 100. 00 per year. 

C. individuals serving as their own general contractor to build a dwelling for their own

personal use shall not be reg jired to pay the license fee contained in this section. 

Sec. 5. 01. 008. Payment of financial obligation prerequisite to issuance of license. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a business or manufacturing facility, 

g,aqgj_nj trade, UTtil all fivTqCial 0
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that performs services on premises other than its own business premise sha

certifv that the business has a minimum of S590OPS0091.00 o creneral liabi
insurance for bodily inniuyu and propertv damage per occurrence. 

d. That an applicant has sworn to the truthfulness and accuracy of the

information provided on all forms and will abide by the provisions of this

e sha
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chapter. The applicant must provide positive identification as the person

appiving for such license. 

e. The location, place, or premises for which a license is sought, 

f. The type of license for which thp ap icationismade. 

3. The application shall be accompanied by proof of a valid and current license or

certificate issued by the DHSS for each medical maH . -uanafacil itv tvpe for which a
license is sought, 





occupation will be deemed unlicensed and fall under the strict enforcement of this

Lhapter. 

E. All license fees required to be paid pursuant to the provisions of this chapter of the City
Code shall be deemed delinquent if not paid on the date such payment is due. All

persons delinquent in the payment of such fees, in addition to the fees found to be clue, 

shall be required to pay the license fee, plus an additional ten percent pen4lW_2f the
license fee for the first month or fraction thereof past due and an additional two percent

of the license fee due for each additional month such delin guency shall thereafter

continue. The penalty provided for in this section shall be in addition to any_gther
penaltv Drescribed bv ordinance. 

Sec. 5. 01. 017. Pro -rating license fees. 

Business license fees shall not be pro -rated but shall be charged on a licenseygar basis. 

Sec. 5. 01. 018. License to be prominently displqyp- d. 

All licenses issued by the City under this article shall be carefully preserved and
prA minently displayed in a conspicuous manner in the place of business authorized to be

conducted by such license. 

Sec. 5. 01. 019. Changg of ownersWip or location. 

A. Anv licensee shall have the right to change the location of a licensed business provided

that: 

1. The licensee submits an application on forms provicipci by the City for such chan e
in location of the licensed business prior to maldnR such change in location. 

7-- The proposed location meets the reguirements of all Health, Zoning, Fire, Building

and other codes of the City of Independence. 

3. The licensee pays a transfer fee as outlined in the Schedule of Fees. 

B. A license issued to anv Person under the provisions of this article shall not be

transferable from one ( 1) person to another person in the event of the change o

owner hjj. 

Sec. 5. 01. 020. Liquor. 

Nothing in this article shall be construed as authorizing anv person to sell intoxicating
liquor by virtue of a business license without holding a valid alcoholic beverage license. 

Sec. 5. 01. 021. Compliance with other ordinances. 

All licensees shall complv in every respect with the Unifigd Developpjqq 
all other ordinances of the City, including a health inspection if the business is of a type

requirtqg_ pection. 

Sec. 5. 01. 022. Claim procedure for refund of fees. 



FW Aj 0' J

Um ilBmlj

HLISOIA -
INIUM

UITUA aflIJIMICI as mA

and material costs of the application. 

B. Time limitations on credit or refund. A claimfor credit or refund of an ove Tayment Pf
he licensee withi i two years from the

timethe fee wa_ paid. 

C. Notwithstanding f othe - this chapterjn. the ca se of any ovqrpgymervt

of a nv license tax underthis cha j.... the commissioner ma instead of gjqnj[ng
refu!ld crecrit and_ ap uncontested

delinquent tax liability of any type whatsoever owed by thetaxpaver to the citt_ yl__and

within the period of limitations -for collection. 

Sec. 5. 01. 023. License denial, suspension or revocation. 

A. DeniaL

1. Basis for Denial. The Citv may denv a business license application, for" n ofthe
follom( ing reasons. 

b. % pplicant is delinquent in the payglent of any taxes or fees due the Citv under
this chapter; 

c. The ap lication contains false or incomplete information, 

d. Noncompliance with _(a) any

Planning Commission, or

conditional use permit, if ApplLicablegranting a variance or special exceptions-, 

e. Noncorn2! j2 State or Federal law, code or statute" 

f. Anv other reason expressiv provided for in this chapter; or

issue to the applicant a Certificate

of No Tax Due. 

2. Procedures— Cease Operations Order. 

a. When a business license application is denied, written notice will be provided

by first class mail to the applicanLbj mairing_a cease
der will idegffify the reason s1_1

for denial of the application and inform the applicant they must cease all
business activ order will

identify the available appeal process. 



b. The applicant is deemed to have received written notification three business

days after the date of mailing of the cease gperations order, 

c. The Citv mav serve a cease opgrzr ion ordjpeLrIIn_ person by delivery of the order

j2_gnjMjRggement employee at the licensed premises or bv posting on the

main entranc? bvtach: ii' nc, eachn yfolili owed bymailin asset out herein. When

tacked or delivered in person to the premises, the cease operations order is

effective immediately. 

d. The ON will immediateiv notifv the Police Department of every cease
operations order issued. The Police Department will assist in the enforcement

of cease operations orders. 

B. Suspension or Revocation: 

1. Basis Lor Suspension or Revocation. 

to this chapter of the City Code may be suspended or revoked for good cause by the
i itions exist: 

a. The licensee fails to provide the City the retail sales license from the State of
Missouri or a Certificate of No Tax Due as Provide in this ChaDter: 

b. The renewal document contains false or incomplete information; 

c. The licensee obtained or aided ano' . U- ' ;' „ . ;., A 

deceit; 

d. The licensee is delinquent in the payment of any taxes or fees due the City; 
e. The licensee refus icensed

Premises bv authorized representatives of the City; 

f. Violations of this cha[iter of the CijZj CUde or em-doviees of a licensee

and/ or violations of any other laws by ag, hile

turbances or other

conditions at, in, or attributable to the premises of a licensee, that causes or
tendsto lic

health, safety, or welfare of others, or which unnecessarily affects the
adgguate allocation of public safety resources: 

h. Repeatediv or DuriDosefullv Permitting,211mWin., or causing any businessg

activitv in violation of any ordinance, rule or law of the  
izovernment: 

i. Fraudulent practices or misrepresentation

j. Concealment or misrepresentation in the application of a business license; 

k. The bu

la4 of the City, State or Federal groqvMe2Lrnnnm=ent, 



1. The issuance of the license was in error or in violation of the provision of the

92; 

m. The business premises is condemned, declared a fire hazard, or declared unsafe

for business occupancy ursuant to applicable City Code Chaptgrs- p

n. Wronaful behavior creating a safetv issue based on business activity; 

o. Failureto remain current in the pa ment of taxes owed the Missouri

Department of Revenup; or

p. Anyother reason expressly provided for in this chqpjgLpfjbg_gjy Code, 

2. Procedures to Su pend or Revoke a Business Lkense. 

a. The City is empowered, through an Administrative Hearing, to revoke or

suspend a license issued under the provisions of this chapter of the Code. 

b. The hearing( s) shall follow the Administrative Hearing Procedures for
Revocation or Suspension of Business and Other Business Licenses established

and arnended from time to time by the Community Development Department
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C. Penafty. Anv Derson or business violating a cease oDerations order under this chal2ter

shall be subleato a fine of not more than $500.00 er day upon conviction. 
violation

D. Noth sition of contested

cases bv stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order, or default. 

Sec. 5. 01. 024. Appeal procedure. 

An, a licant maV a eal the decision of the Cit made io wtfcvac
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I9. The ification three business days

after the date of maijing. of the cease operations order. 
11111111111111 _
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rnanaRgment erq,ployee at the licensed the main entrance

by tackingqach followed by mailing as set out herein. Whentacked or delivered in

P-!ir-sonto @jogrgions order is effective imMediately. 

anv Person or business violating a cease operations order under thi ; chapter shall be

subject to a fine of not more than $ 500. 00 per a u on conviction. Ealch dayqf

2ger tions orders. 

the nuisance and it' s abatement. 

Sec. 5. 01. 027. Mobile food units allowed. 

A. Separate business licenses are required for mobile food units of bus1nessgLq2qtg!! ng_g!s
self-contained food preparation units or out of a commissary not located within the City. 

B. Separate business licenses are not required for mobile food units of businesses operating

out of a licensed commissary located within the City. 

C. Mobile food units licensed under this chapter shall: 
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ii. operatinginCitvDarkin lots, other than lots in use as the Farmers' Market, 

2DI If wy With permission fr



Tr Irmat".- I

tvIntolon litVVI It

ROMIMI

a

hotel el sales, or tobacco stores are

f actions f' . M with criminal

intent, and retrieving an imaRe and/ or video to assist in criminal offender identification, 
apprehension and pLqsecution. 

B. Definitions. 

1. 5- M. 2 of the Unified Development

Ordinance. 

2. " Convenience stores, with and without fue! sales, or tobac! o stores" are as defined
by Section 14-201 of the Unified Development Ordinance. 

llllp pl ljREMOM1,1111, 11 livillIllriuolli, 111110MI' momm
monitors, and d gital vidpo

recorders that records in color with cameras and lens. The s stem shall be_qj able
of producing a retrievable and identifiable images and video recordingLon media

that can be enlarged through pr ) jection or other means, and can be made a

Dermanent record for use in criminal investir

C. VSS Required. Hotel/ motels, convenience stores th and without fuel sg,,I,,g§, or tobacco

stores shall be eq ving an image to

assist in offender identificatiogigpprehension

hotel/ motels,- convenience stores, with and without fuel sales, or tobacco stores shall: 



convenience store, with and without fuel sales, or tobafir.' One surveillance

camera shall have an overali view of the counter/ register area and the other

surveillance camera shall have a view of the main entrancelexit area. The

entrance/ exit area surveillance camera shall be placed to provide a clear and

identifiable full frame of the filmed individuals face and all cameras shall remain

establishment. 
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and without fuel sales, or tobacco stores shall be lighted in accordance with Section 14- 

508 of the Unified Development Ordinance. 
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I} for exemption is denied byf the Chief of Police or designge the

hotel/ mE tel, convenience store W:ith and Wfthqut fuel sales, or tobacco store may_lhqn
appeal to the City Council for further review of the applicationfalp r exemption and the

decision of the City Council shall be final, except, to such extent the same may be
Lhanged bvtu dicial review. 

fuel sales, or tobacco stores cornmencine: operations from and after the effective date of

the ordinance codified in this section shall immediateiv cornpiv with all the provision

yppp_qpening its doors to the public. All convenience Agre, with and without fuel sales, 
or tobacco stores in o2eration ( doors open to the public on a regular and continuous

basis) prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section _

Jhall
coq!ply

with g1I pro ter no later than January 1 2017. All hotelsLmotels in
operation ( doors open to the public on a regular and continuous basis) prior to the

effective date of the ordinance codified in this section shall comply with all pr2yj 
this chapter no later than Juiv 1, 2018. 

SECTION 3. That the title of Chapter 5 is hereby amended as follows: 

Chapter 5

BUSINESS ANW(,)(:,C;IJI)A-'I,'ION- LICENSES" 

SECTION 4. That all other parts and provisions ofthe City Code shall be in full force
and effect unless previously or subsequently amended or repealed. 

SECTION 5. That correction of any scriveners' errors identified within these articles are
hereby authorized by this ordinance. 

PASSED ITISa04)DAY OF a- --' , 2024, BY THE CITY

COUNClL OFTHE CITY OF f'NDEPEN1 0617CF, dISSOURL



ATT'ES' T: 

City Clerk

APPROVED - FORM AND LEGALITY: 

ell

City -6c-yans—el o -r

City Manager

M

NOTE- Words struck through and bolded are being removed by this ordinance and words
underscored and bolded are being added by this ordinance. 


